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It is these specialist IP 
monitoring, protection and
enforcement services that
Kirkpatrick sa, based in La
Hulpe, provides for its clients.
Founded in Belgium by a
Scottish engineer in 1852, the
company’s 40 multilingual
engineers and lawyers 
provide advice on  all issues
related to patents, trade-
marks, designs, copyrights,
licenses, domain names and
other IP matters. 

A global marketplace
Kirkpatrick contributes at all
stages of the IP creation and
development process: strate-
gy, acquisition and creation,
registration, administration,
management, valuation,
audit, licensing, assignments,
conflicts and more. The firm is
capable of acting directly on
its clients’ behalf in the courts
of Belgium, the Benelux and
the EU, as well as in other
jurisdictions via its internation-
al partners. 

‘Our market works in two
directions,’ explains manag-
ing director Dominique
Hubart. ‘For our local clients
we look after IP matters in
Belgium, the Benelux and the

technical invention that may
have only a short lifespan or
a narrow market niche, it
might be better to recom-
mend an alternative
approach to filing.’ 

He continues, ‘We will give
that advice if it is appropriate,
considering the strategy or
the financial capabilities of
the inventor. It may mean we
lose out on the patent filing
fees, but we gain on cus-
tomer loyalty and peer rec-
ommendation. That is why we
need to understand the priori-
ties and strategies of our
clients – so that we can make
sure the advice we give is
what is best for their needs.’ 

➩ Philip Hunt
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FOREIGN INVESTMENT

Wallonia means 
business!
The Belgian authorities have
created a framework of
incentives that result in a
business-friendly environ-
ment. Three years ago, the
country made a fundamental
overhaul of federal tax
regimes. The principal corpo-
rate tax rate was cut from
over 40% to just under 34%,
while SMEs at the lower end
of the scale now pay just
under 25%. Social security
charges and personal income
tax rates have also been
reduced and, in the context of
a sweeping reform pro-
gramme, administrative pro-
cedures have been simplified. 

Job creation is a determining
factor in Wallonia’s decision to
provide financial incentives to
new investors: cash grants
are calculated as a percent-
age of the eligible investment.
The region also offers special
incentives to projects that
benefit the environment, 
promote renewable energies
or support R&D programmes.

➩ Richard Hill

The Centre, equipped with
high-technology equipment,
will be operational this sum-
mer to train students, teach-
ers and future engineers in
aspects of advanced automo-
tive design: the use of metal
alloys, new propulsion sys-
tems (hydrogen, CNG, hybrid
engines), etc. This ‘automotive
campus’ is expected to attract
companies and investors
from the international auto-
motive industry, whether they
are directly involved in the
motor sports industry or not.

Within five years, more than
1,500 people will have been
trained at the Spa-
Francorchamps Skills Centre.
The regional government of
Wallonia is investing €8 million
(£5.5 million) in the venture,
which is also supported by the
German state of North Rhine-
Westphalia, and Aachen and
Liege universities.

Encouraged by the regional
government’s initiatives and

incentives – the region is
funding research into hydro-
gen and fuel cell technology –
foreign automotive industry
companies are now investing
more and more in Wallonia.
One example is Bridgestone,
which has acquired the Liege-
based Mecamold tyre mould
manufacturer. 

Another is Aisin AW, part of
the Toyota organisation, which
recently relocated its assem-
bly line for integrated naviga-
tion systems from Japan to
Ghlin-Baudour in Wallonia.
AW Europe has already invest-
ed over €11.5 million
(£7.9 million) on the site, with
an additional recent invest-
ment of €4.5 million 
(£3 million) on a facility 
producing circuit boards for
automatic gearboxes for VW.

Other investments are
planned this year and in
2006, bringing the total
invested dring the last three
years to more than €20 mil-
lion (£13.7 million). AW Europe
currently employs 155 people,
with the region considering
providing specific training for
future personnel.
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For further information on
investment in Wallonia: 
OFFICE FOR FOREIGN 
INVESTORS/OFI

Avenue Materne, 115
B - 5100 Namur
Tel: + 32 (0)81 332850
Fax: + 32 (0)81 332869
investinwallonia@investinwa-
llonia.be
www.investinwallonia.be

EU as a whole, and from
there we can defend their
interests worldwide. 
However we also have 
customers in the US and in
the Far East who ask us to
look after their intellectual
property rights in Europe, be 
it Belgium, the Benelux or the
EU.’ 

Number two on the Belgian
market, Kirkpatrick is well-
positioned to offer good ser-
vice to its clients. Indeed the
company prides itself on
offering a high-quality service.
Moreover it is the first Belgian
IP firm to be ISO 9001-2000
certified (in March 2004). 

Focus on quality and
clients 
This focus on quality is very
important to the company,
says Hubart. ‘We try to ensure
that the advice we give to our
clients is the most appropriate
to their needs. For example,
the cost of filing for a
European patent, including
drafting, prosecution and vali-
dation and maintaining it for
8 years in, say, eight
European countries, will be
around 35 thousand euros
minimum. With a new 

In today’s global marketplace, ensuring your intellectual property (IP) rights are protected is more important than ever.
Which is why large international corporates can spend large sums defending their trademarks or patents over consid-
erable periods of time. The value of the trademark or brand to the organisation is sometimes as great or even greater
than the company’s own name. 

Protecting your 
intellectual property rights 
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Motor industry on the  
- and into - Wallonia
Motor industry on the move in 
- and into - Wallonia

One of the five core competences cited by the Walloon
‘Automobility’ Cluster is motor sports. Evidence 
of Wallonia’s commitment to this high-end 
endeavour is the decision to create a Skills Centre
alongside the region’s legendary Spa-Francorchamps
Grand Prix circuit.
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